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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: FR UR 

SUB J : GISCARD PRESS CONFERENCE AFTER BREZHNEV VISIT 

REF: PARIS 18415 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . ALMOST IMMEDIATELY AFTER BREZHNEV'S DEPARTURE 
GISCARD HELD PRESS CONFERENCE TO GET HIS MAIN POINTS 
EVEN MORE CLEARLY ON RECORD. 

2. NEW POSITIONS: 

GISCARD EXPLAINED FOR BENEFIT THOSE WHO HAD 
MISSED FINE PRINT OF DECLARATIONS 
-THAT FRANCE IS AGREEABLE TO THE HOLDING OF A 
WORLD DISARMAMENT CONFERENCE WHICH WOULD INCLUDE ALL 
REPEAT ALL NUCLEAR POWERS. (PRESS QUICKLY PICKED UP 
INFERENCE THAT CHINESE PARTICIPATION IS SINE QUA 
NON).; 

-THAT FRANCE IS PREPARED TO RECONSIDER ITS 
ABSTENTION FROM CCD PROVIDED THERE IS REVIEW OF 
CO-PRESIDENCY SYSTEM AND THAT FUTURE PROSPECTS OF THIS 
ORGANIZATION "APPEARED SUBSTANTIAL AND 
-THAT FRANCE IS STUDYING PROBLEMS OF NON- 
PROLIFERATION WHICH WILL DOMINATE FUTURE POLITICAL 
SCENE TO WHICH IT IS HIGHLY SENSITIVE. 
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3. HUMAN RIGHTS AND DETENTE: 

GISCARD THEN RETURNED TO QUESTION OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS AND DETENTE, RECALLING THE REFERENCE IN ONE OF 
THE "PRINCIPLES" LISTED IN DECLARATION ON DETENTE AS 
WELL AS ITS PENULTIMATE SENTENCE, WHICH STATES THAT 
THE "TWO PARTIES CONFIRM THAT RESPECT FOR THE RIGHTS 
OF MAN AND FUNDAMENTAL LIBERTIES BY ALL STATES CON- 
STITUTES ONE OF THE FUNDAMENTAL BASIS FOR A 
PROFOUND IMPROVEMENT OF MUTUAL RELATIONS" (BETWEEN 
FRANCE AND USSR). 

GISCARD ADDED THAT DETENTE IS A "CHOICE TO 
IMPROVE RELATIONS AND UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN COUNTRIES 
OF DIFFERENT SOCIAL AND POLITICAL SYSTEMS"; THAT FRANCE 
HAD MADE THAT CHOICE; AND THAT FRANCE HAS CHOSEN TO 
REALIZE THE CONSEQUENCES OF THIS CHOICE. MOREOVER, 
FRANCE TOO FAVORS NON-INTERFERENCE IN INTERNAL AFFAIRS 
OF OTHERS AS WELL AS OF FRANCE. FRANCE IS NOT INSENSITIVE 
TO PROBLEMS OF THE RIGHTS OF MAN. INDEED, FRANCE 
HAS RECEIVED THE LARGEST NUMBER OF POLITICAL REFUGEES. 
AND EACH TIME IT DISCUSSES HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES WITH 
ANOTHER COUNTRY IN TERMS OF CONCRETE CASES IT OBTAINS 
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POSITIVE RESULTS. (COMMENT: CLEAR INFERENCE WAS TO 
REASSURE BREZHNEV THAT GOF WILL CONTINUE LOW-KEY, 
DISCREET APPROACH THIS FIELD, WITHOUT ABANDONING ITS 
POSITIONS IN PRINCIPLE. INCLUSION OF ABOVE-CITED 
PASSAGE ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN DECLARATION OF DETENTE, 
WITH WHICH GOF IS VERY PLEASED, SHOWS THAT FRENCH 
POSITION HAD INDEED CUT BOTH WAYS.) GISCARD HIMSELF 
UNDERSCORED LATTER POINT BY SAYING THAT THIS IS FIRST 
TIME SUCH HUMAN RIGHTS TEXT APPEARS IN SOVIET 
BILATERAL COMMUNIQUE WITH ANOTHER MAJOR COUNTRY. 

4. DISAGREEABLE ISSUES: 

ASKED WHAT DISAGREEABLE ISSUES CAME UP, GISCARD 
CONFIRMED THAT HE HAD TO "EXPLAIN" TO SOVIET LEADER 
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THE NATURE OF FRANCE'S PARTICIPATION IN NATO AND IN A 
POSSIBLE EUROPEAN WAR. IF WE DECIDED TO PARTICIPATE 
IN A EUROPEAN CONFLICT, FRANCE WOULD FIND ITSELF ON 
THE SIDE OF ITS ALLIES." IT IS HENCE "NORMAL THAT 
TECHNICIANS STUDY THIS HYPOTHESIS". 

5. NORTH-SOUTH DIALOGUE: 

GISCARD CONFIRMZD THAT USSR "DOES NOT SEEM READY" 

TO DEFINE ITS POLICY IN THIS AREA. SOVIETS DEAL WITH 
THIRD WORLD BILATERALLY. INEVITABLY, HOWEVER, SOCIAL- 
IST COUNTRIES WILL HAVE TO ASSOCIATE THEMSELVES WITH 
A MULTILATERAL AID SYSTEM "LATER ON". (COMMENT: 
GISCARD WAS EVIDENTLY DISAPPOINTED THIS PET THEME HAD 
NOT CAUGHT ON). 

6. AFRICA AND THE MIDDLE EAST: 

AFRICANS THF.MSF.T F.VF.S SHOULD TAKE INTIATIVE IN 
LIMITING ARMS IMPORTS. ON MIDDLE EAST GISCARD NOTED 
THE AGREEMENT REACHED BUT DUCKED DETAILS. 

7. US-SOVIET RELATIONS: 

ASKED ABOUTH THIS POINT-SINCE PRESS HAD STRESSED 
EXTENT TO WHICH BREZHNEV COMPLAINED ABOUT VARIOUS 
CURRENT PROBLEMS IN US-USSR RELATIONS IN HUMAN RIGHTS, 
SALT AND OTHER FIELDS-GISCARD SAID THAT HE HAD 
IMPRESSION FROM HIS CONVERSATION WITH BREZHNEV THAT 
US-SOVIET RELATIONS CURRENTLY PASSING THROUGH A "MORE 
DIFFICULT PHASE". GAMMON 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN RELATIONS, PRESS CONFERENCES, MINISTERIAL VISITS, MEETING REPORTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 23-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977PARIS18453 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770224-0553 

Format: TEL 

From: PARIS USEEC 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770624/aaaaauvt.tel 

Line Count: 164 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: e2edce77-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 PARIS 18415 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 30-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2050514 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GISCARD PRESS CONFERENCE AFTER BREZHNEV VISIT 

TAGS: PGOV, OVIP, SOPN, FR, UR, (GISCARD DYESTAING, VALERY), (BREZHNEV, LEONID I) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/e2edce77-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



